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Consequences of WorstConsequences of Worst--Case/ Case/ 
Alternative Scenarios and Likelihood    Alternative Scenarios and Likelihood    

of a Disasterof a Disaster
Public gives little or no thought of disasters occurring -
typical questions asked by the community are:

“What’s is the worst thing that can happen?”
“What is the likelihood of a major earthquake/tsunami?”
“Do I live in the hazard zone?”
“How do I know my child is safe in this school or daycare?”
“Would you live here?”
“What did you do in considering worst-case scenario?”
“What have you done to protect me?”

“You must address these issues directly and use the opportunity to 
present information about mitigation and other preparedness features in 

the simplest possible language”



Threat AssessmentThreat Assessment



Bridge the Gap betweenBridge the Gap between
Science and Emergency ManagementScience and Emergency Management



Program Based on Comprehensive Program Based on Comprehensive 
ApproachApproach

Seismic data, 
Education

Seismic data, 
Education

Nisqually-type or 
crustal

Education, Buoy dataEducation, Buoy dataDistant (Alaska, 
Japan, other)

Education, Seismic 
data, Buoy data

Education, Seismic 
data, Buoy data
(rupture is like mag 9)

Cascadia mag 8+ 
(away from 
rupture)

Education,Seismic 
data, Buoy data

Education & TrainingCascadia mag 9

Organized Response
30 min to 12+ hours

Immediate (0 to 30+ 
minutes)

Earthquake



Educate Local Officials and RespondersEducate Local Officials and Responders
 



MediaMedia

Major partner in
awareness education

Newspaper
Radio
TV



Outreach To SchoolsOutreach To Schools

“The training we give our children today will provide us an 
informed and prepared adult population tomorrow”



Educate the AdultsEducate the Adults



SemiSemi--Annual Annual 
Drop, Cover, and Hold DrillDrop, Cover, and Hold Drill

It Saves Lives



Technology Increases YourTechnology Increases Your
Information Flow, ExponentiallyInformation Flow, Exponentially



Engaging BusinessEngaging Business

Engaging business community saves lives
Tourist must be aware of tsunami issues 
and evacuation procedures
Educate and train business on tsunami 
contingency  planning and train staff on 
what to do for a tsunami



Social Science StudiesSocial Science Studies
Children’s risk perceptions and 
preparedness:  A hazard 
education assessment in four 
coastal communities in 
Washington – September 2004



Tsunami Ready ProgramTsunami Ready Program



Benefits of Risk CommunicationBenefits of Risk Communication
Improve the ability of the community to react to 
emergency management/responder directions

Shelter-in-place or evacuation
Improve community’s understanding of their 
potential risks
Improve community understanding & support of 
your activities
Reduce the impact of a community disaster
Decrease the potential for legal action by the 
community
“If a risk to the community exists, the community has the right

to be informed and consulted”



No Overnight Solutions No Overnight Solutions 
Accept and Embrace Generational LessonsAccept and Embrace Generational Lessons

“Become the change you want to see in the world”


